


Summary Background Preparation

•  Consists of relevant government ministers      from the 

member states

•  Responsible for deciding which proposals 

   will become law and which will not

•  Formal rules of procedure

•  Formal rules of decision-making

•  Chaired by the minister from the member 

   state holding the presidency of the

   Council, or – for Foreign Affairs – by the HR 

   of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 

   Policy.

•  Goal: to approve or reject legislative 

   proposals from the Commission, and to 

   discuss broad EU policies

 The Council of Ministers is the primary 

decision-making body of the EU, and the main forum 

for the representation of the national interests of the 

member states. 

•  It is roughly analogous to the US Senate, 

   while the European Parliament is 

   analogous to the US House of 

   Representatives.

•  National interests often conflict with each

   other and with what may be perceived as 

   the "European" interest.

The Council is not one body, but several. 

Whether the foreign, economic, or environment 

ministers are meeting, they all come under the 

general title of the Council of Ministers. EU-Midwest 

limits itself to four councils:

• Foreign Affairs Council (foreign 

ministers)

•      Economic and Financial Affairs 

Council (Ecofin) 

(economics/finance ministers)

• Environment Council (environment  

       ministers)

•  Justice and Home Affairs Council

 Each delegate should do as much advance 

preparation as possible on the member state they are 

representing, the political background and portfolio of 

the minister they are role-playing, and the positions 

on European policy taken by their member state. 

 They should also be clear on the role of the 

Council of Ministers in the EU

policy-making process, and should come to 

EU-Midwest with specific policy objectives in mind.

 In the course of the simulation, delegates 

role-playing ministers should make their decisions in 

the context of the political forces and pressures 

currently active in EU member states, and the national 

interests of the states they are representing.

 Ministers will be seated in no specific order, 

with the chair at the head of the table.

MAJOR GOALS: to discuss - and vote on - 
legislative and policy proposals submitted by the 
European Commission. Ministers may either pass, 
amend, or reject Commission proposals. If a proposal 
is passed, it is considered finished. If it is rejected or 
amended, it should be sent back to the relevant group 
of directors- general for further deliberation. Ministers 
may also submit suggestions for new proposals to the 
directors-general.

Format and Goals


